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SUB J : ONTARIO SPEECH FROM THRONE PROMISES EXPANDED 
FRENCH LANGUAGES SERVICES 

REF: TORONTO 298 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE OPENING THE SECOND SESSION 
OF THE THIRTY-FIRST PARLIAMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO ON 
FEBRUARY 21, 1978, PREMIER WILLIAM DAVIS' MINORITY PROGRESSIVE 
IONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT ADDRESSED THE ISSUE OF FRENCH LANGUAGE 
RIGHTS IN THE PROVINCE, AN ISSUE WHICH HAS BECOME QUITE HEATED 

IN RECENT WEEKS AS THE OPPOSITION LIBERAL AND NDP PARTIES AND 
SOME OF THE MEDIA INSIST ON FRENCH BEING MADE AN OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE WHILE PREMIER DAVIS CONTINUES TO OPPOSE THE MEASURE. 

2. AFTER REFERENCES TO THE PROMOTION OF HARMONIOUS RACE 
RELATIONS AND THE SUPPORT FOR MULTI-CULTURAL GROUPS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS, THE SPEECH STATED: 

QUOTE: THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF FRANCO-ONTARIANS TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TORONT 00299 230143Z 

EDUCATION IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE HAVE LONG BEEN 
RECOGNIZED IN ONTARIO. FRANCO-ONTARIANS ALSO HAVE A 
COMMITMENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE EXPANSION OF 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH NEED AND POPULATION DISTRIBUTION. 

WE SHALL CONTINUE TO BUILD UPON THE STRONG 
FOUNDATION ALREADY LAID IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION TO 
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ENSURE THAT FRENCH-LANGUAGE PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
ALL LEVELS, WHERE PRACTICABLE TO FRENCH-SPEAKING 
ONTARIANS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE EXPANSION OF OPPOR 
TUNITIES FOR ENGLISH-SPEAKING PUPILS TO DEVELOP FRENCH- 
LANGUAGE CAPACITY REMAINS A PRIORITY. 

DURING THIS SESSION, THERE WILL BE LEGISLATION 
TO INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF FRENCH-LANGUAGE COURT 
TRIALS IN AREAS OF THE PROVINCE WHERE THIS SERVICE IS 
NEEDED. AMENDMENTS TO THE JUDICATURE ACT AND THE JURIES 
ACT WILL GUARANTEE THE STEPS TAKEN IN THIS DIRECTION. 

AS WELL, THE GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW PROTOSAL RELATED 
TO THE USE OF FRENCH IN REGULATORY AND OTHER ADMINIS 
TRATIVE TRIBUNALS. 

PRESENT GOVERNMENT TRANSLATION SERVICES WILL BE 
AUGMENTED TO MAKE MORE PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, PUBLICATIONS 
AND FORMS AVAILABLE IN BOTH FRENCH AND ENGLISH. OF 
PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE, A SPECIAL SECTION WILL BE 
ESTABLISHED TO BEGIN WORK ON TRANSLATING ONTARIO'S 
STATUTES INTO FRENCH. 

ALL MINISTRIES WILL UNDERTAKE A PROGRAM TO 
IDENTIFY GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND GIVE HIGHWAY 
DIRECTIONS IN BOTH ENGLISH AND FRENCH IN PREDOMINANTLY 
FRANCOPHONE AREAS. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF FULL-TIME CO-ORDINATORS OF 
FRENCH-LANGUAGE SERVICES IN AN ADDITIONAL NUMBER OF 
MINISRIES WILL ENHANCE THE CAPABILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT 
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IN RESPONDING TO THE COMMUNITY. UNQUOTE 

3. COMMENT-THE DAVIS GOVERNMENT IS OBVIOUSLY RES- 
PONDING TO THE STRONG PRESSURES BROUGHT BY THE OPPOSITION 
PARTIES AND THE TORONTO STAR AND TO QUEBEC REACTIONS TO 
THE REFUSAL TO MAKE FRENCH AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE IN 
ONTARIO. AT LEAST IN TORONTO, POPULAR PRESSURE ON THIS 
ISSUE IS ANYTHING BUT STRONG. IN THE HEAVILY POPULATED AREAS 
OF SOUTHERN ONTARIO, FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS, AMONG OLD 
AND NEW CANADIANS, THERE MAY WELL BE THE POTENTIAL OF BACK- 
LASH SUGGESTED BY PREMIER DAVIS IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
QUEBEC LAST WEEK. 

DIGGINS 
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